
SUCCESSFUL C\l=AE\SAREAN OPERATIONS

[The two following cases, in which the Caesarean operation was suc-

cessfully performed, are taken from a late German work.]
Case 1. Related by Dr. VVittekop, army surgeon at Geldern.—A

strong healthy peasant, who had been delivered by perforation of the
child's head three years before, demanded on this occasion that the C¡esa-
rean operation should he performed. The conjugate diameter of the
pelvis was less than two inches. She felt distinctly the movements of
the child ; the labor-pains were ver)' frequent and severe ; the liquor
amnii discharged ; the os uteri moderately dilated. The head was the
part which presented. The author having bled the woman, and emptied
the bladder with a catheter, made his incision along the linea alba. The
loss of blood was moderate, and the infant, with the placenta, easily
extracted: the intestines did not protrude through the wound. After
the operation, the patient seemed well enough ; but as the bowels were

constipated, an Emuls. c. sal. Glaub, et nitr. was given. She was also
ordered a draught of the carbonate of soda, with some laurel water and
syrup of ipecacuanha. Finally, a lavement was thrown up. The bowels,
however, remain.;d obstinately costive. The patient vomited frequently,
and was seized with constant hiccup and great anxiety and agitation.
The abdomen appeared much developed between the umbilicus and false
ribs; almost tympanitic; however, there were no absolute ¡inflammatory
symptoms. The patient was now ordered an inf. fol. senna? compos, to
be followed by an enema of Glauber salts with hyosciamus. This pro-
duced at first several feculent stools, and a discharge of flatus issued,
succeeded by acute pain in the pelvis; at the same time the discharge
of bloody serum from the inferior angle of the wound, left open on pur-
pose, was much diminished. In order to prevent the passage of the se-
cretion from the wound into the abdominal cavity, the woman was now

placed on her abdomen, and a clyster of starch, with opium, was admin-
istered at once. The purging and painful sensations soon diminished,
and the discharge from the wound took place with its former abundance.
Cicatrization now rapidly advanced, the patient taking bark, calumba
root, and wine, and on the eleventh day after the operation the patient
was able to leave her bed. The secretion of milk was small, and the
infant was nourished artificially ; however, it thrived well.

Case 2. Related by surgeon Von der Fuhr, of Düken.—The sub-
ject of this case was a female, thirty-six years of age. Labor had com-
menced twelve hours before the operation. This woman had already
borne four children without any particular difficulty ; but after her last
delivery she commenced experiencing pains in the limbs, and especially
in the region of the pelvis ; these gradually increased to such a degree,
that she was at last unable to move or walk. On examining the pelvis,
it was found that the ossa pubis had inclined inwards towards each other
in such a manner that the arch of the pubis was completely gone, and
the two bones formed an acute angle at the symphysis. The promontory
could be easily reached with the finger ; the antero-posterior diameter
was two inches and a quarter ; the transverse diameter was very small,
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and especially the oblique one. The whole inlet of the pelvis was con-

siderably narrowed. Under these circumstances the author considered
the only hope for mother and child lay in performing the Caesarean
operation. This was accordingly done in the usual manner, and a

healthy child extracted. After the operation the patient seemed more

lively than could have been expected, but in a few days unfavorable
symptoms set in, viz. frequent vomiting and costiveness. Some calomel,
with an occasional enema, was administered ; this brought away a quanti-
ty of feces and wind, and the patient felt much improved. The amelio-
ration continued for the following days ; the lochia now set in, and milk
was secreted from the mamma? ; howevei, the wound did not present an
appearance of speedy union ; it was half open, and at the second dress-
ing its edges were completely separated. The author, therefore, thought
it best to heal by the second intention ; the wound soon began to suppu-
rate ; everything went on well, and it was healed in less than seven
weeks. During this period the woman did not suffer from any of her
former pains, and was carefully restored. The child died on the fifth
week.
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THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN MEDICAL REVIEW.

It will doubtless be recollected that a passing notice was given, the last
season, of the intention of two distinguished medical gentlemen, in Lon-
don, to commence the publication of a large quarterly medical review.
Notwithstanding the early period of the arrival of the first number in this
country, we have been culpably negligent in not having sooner ap-
prised our readers of the value of this excellent and meritorious publi-
cation. Each number contains about three hundred pages, good-sized
octavo, the typographical execution of which defies criticism. But the
character of the subjects on which the reviewers, John Forbes, M.D.
and John Conolly, M.D. joint editors of the Cyclopedia of Practical
Medicine, have displayed their erudition, is of a high order, and impor-
tant to the profession. After a careful examination of the two numbers
which the American agent has received, we are constrained to say that
their work has never been surpassed.
A remarkable degree of candor is manifested by the editors; and, what

is perhaps unique in this age of rivalry, authors are actually treated like
intelligent, responsible beings, who are not to be consigned to a gibbet
because they may have differed in opinion from some one in the confi-
dence of an aristocratic medico-chirurgical clique, or an imaginary clinical
giant. Again, the vast collection of instructive matter embodied in this
excellent Journal, the gleanings of every region where the sciences are

cherished, gives it an interest and a power which can suffer no deprecia-
tion in after times.
It were useless to conceal our ambition to circulate our own labors in
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